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World Toilet Day Raises Awareness to Flush Out Poverty
Richmond, Va. – Nov. 18, 2011– Americans take their bathrooms for granted, but for
2.6 billion people worldwide, a toilet is a luxury. To raise awareness of global
sanitation needs, Nov. 19 has been designated World Toilet Day.
“Children often suffer the most because of limited access to clean water and poor
sanitation,” said Sarah Bouchie, vice president for program development of
ChildFund International. “Poor sanitary conditions lead to more disease and less
food, and precious family income must be spent on purchasing water or dealing
with the effects of illness.”
Responding to water and sanitation issues is a primary component of ChildFund’s
work to help children around the world.
Beginning in 2008, ChildFund helped Nam Phong, a village of 3,600 in Vietnam,
construct latrines and water supply systems. Community members were also taught
to adopt hygienic practices, which helped clean up streams and roads in the
community.
In Asia, ChildFund built a community bathroom and provided hygiene training in
Timor-Leste, where 70 percent of people have no access to sanitary bathrooms.
An initiative to install latrines in elementary schools in Mexico provides students
privacy and protection, increasing their likelihood of staying in school. Girls in
particular are less likely to attend school if there are no bathrooms.
“Improved sanitation in schools, better access to clean water and knowledge about
how to prevent waterborne disease helps ensure the health and development of the
world’s children,” Bouchie said.
Celebrate World Toilet Day and help flush out poverty.
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