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Isam Ghanim returned to ChildFund as its ninth 

president and CEO in March 2022, most recently 

having served for three years as president of Search 

for Common Ground, a $60 million organization 

focused on transforming how the world deals with 

conflict.  

His career in international development began at 

CARE Sudan, just after he completed his master's 

degree at Sudan's University of Khartoum. In his 21 

years with CARE, Ghanim held various roles in 

Sudan, Somalia, India and at the regional level 

before eventually becoming its vice president for 

Global Program Resources and Learning. He held 

that position from 2003 until 2007, when he joined 

ChildFund as vice president for the Africa region. 

Isam would later assume responsibility for the Asia 

and Americas regions as VP of Global Operations, 

and then, with his promotion to Executive Vice 

President for Programs in 2011, for program 

development, the role he held until his departure to 

SFCG in 2018. 


