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ChildFund International is celebrating 75 years of serving
children in some of the most neglected and hardest-toreach places in the world – and for all those years we’ve
been doing it right from our home here in Richmond. Our
headquarters is on Emerywood Parkway in Henrico County.

Certainly the seven presidents who preceded me, and a
host of loyal board members, many from the Richmond
region, have charted a true course of service, as have our
dedicated staff members around the world. We owe them
immense thanks.

For me, Richmond is truly a global hub. No matter where I
travel, people know that the organization that helps millions
of children worldwide is located in Richmond, Va.

In a perfect world, there would be no need for ChildFund,
and all children would have access to nutritious food, clean
water, quality health care and education. Sadly, that is
not the reality. So next time you are driving on I-64 near
Glenside, look for the illuminated
ChildFund name atop our office
building. Think of that sign as a
beacon of hope extending from
Richmond to millions of children
around the world. For as long as
we’re needed, ChildFund, with the
help of our generous supporters, will
continue to serve the world’s most
vulnerable children.

As I’ve reflected on our rich 75-year history and how to honor
it as we go forward, I have thought
about our founder, Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke,
who had not only the passion and the
vision to start an organization focused
solely on helping children, but also
the skills to set up something that has
lasted 75 years.
Not all organizations are so
fortunate. And, in seven decades,
ChildFund has grown from its modest
start of assisting 5,000 orphans in
China to last year touching the lives
of 18.1 million children and family
members in 30 countries.
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Warm regards,
Anne Lynam Goddard
President and CEO
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Who Is ChildFund?

ChildFund has put Richmond, Va., on the map.
All over it, actually: We currently serve
children in 30 countries. When you
count all the places we’ve worked in
the 75 years since our 1938 founding,
we’ve touched lives in nearly 100
nations across Africa, the Americas, Asia
and Europe.
After our beginnings as China’s Children
Fund, the world knew us for decades
as Christian Children’s Fund — the
organization with those TV commercials
giving a phone number to call to sponsor
a child living in poverty.

one of community development, still
maintaining the individual sponsor-tochild relationship but with sponsor funds
pooled to improve environments in the
communities where sponsored children
live. Support from diverse donors and
institutions allows us to expand and
deepen our work for children.

Wisdom comes with age.
Here are some things we know.

But we’re so much more than that.

We know that children need loving
caregivers, health care, nutrition, clean
water and sanitation, education,
opportunity and safety. If any one of
these is missing in a child’s life, his or her
potential remains out of reach.

The original idea from 1938 was
simple: Create a connection between
individuals who want to give and
individual children in need. Since
then, our approach has evolved into

We know that a child’s earliest years
are the most important — that during
this sensitive time, the foundations for a
child’s future development are laid and
disruptions have lifelong consequences.

ChildFund is still that organization, and
you can still sponsor a child.

We know that children’s experience
of poverty differs from that of adults,
and that their experience changes
as they grow from infancy to
childhood to adolescence and
young adulthood.
We know that locally owned
change is the most sustainable
— that when community
members join hands to create
an environment where children
can thrive, children do.
ChildFund has mobilized
a global network of
relationships linking children,
sponsors, parents, teachers,
community members,
community leaders, local
organizations, schools, local
and national governments,
foundations, corporations
and more.

We are proud to
congratulate our
client and friend,
ChildFund
International,
on 75 years of
commitment
to children.

is proud to support
ChildFund International
On behalf of our associates,
we congratulate ChildFund International
for 75 years of making a difference
in the lives of children
around the world.
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Change a Childhood,
Change the World.

THE STORY OF CHILDFUND

1980s
We begin serving children through
a community development model,
working with local organizations rather
than providing direct aid to families.

A Trip Through Time: 1938 to 2013
August 1938
Dr. J. Calvitt Clarke, our
founder, has a chance
meeting with a friend, and the
idea of China’s Children Fund
is born.

1960
Our focus shifts from
orphanages to include
children living at home and
their families.

October 1938
China’s Children Fund, Inc. 		
is chartered in Virginia.

1950s
We begin to work
with children in the
Americas and Europe.
1945
China’s Children Fund
expands to Burma,
the Philippines,
Japan and Korea.

1951
We change our name to
Christian Children’s Fund,
to reflect our wider reach.

CHILDFUND’S PRESIDENTS
J. Calvitt Clarke

1938 - 1963

Verbon E. Kemp

1964 - 1970

Verent J. Mills

1970 - 1981

James MacCracken

1981 - 1988

Paul F. McCleary

1988 - 1994

Margaret E. McCullough

1995 - 1999

John F. Schultz

1999 - 2006

Anne Lynam Goddard

2007 - present

J. Calvitt Clarke
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1967
We formalize our Family
Helper Program in the
countries we serve.

1973
Our first African
office opens in
Nairobi, Kenya.

1970s
We begin
television
advertising
featuring Sally
Struthers as
spokesperson.

1991
We move to new offices in
the Richmond suburbs, at
2821 Emerywood Parkway.

1987
We receive USAID’s
End Hunger Award for
our work in Africa.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Milestones inspire looking both back and forward. ChildFund’s 75th anniversary
year has done exactly that — looking at who we’ve been, who we are, what
we do now and going forward.

The message was simple:
Violence against and
exploitation of children negate
developmental progress, often
even before it begins, and
perpetuate the generational
cycle of poverty. This must stop.

It is an interesting time to be on the cusp of something as momentous as our
next 75 years, especially as the international development community is actively
considering its next steps. In 2000, governments and the United Nations created the
Millennium Development Goals, or MDGs, which are global priorities for reducing
poverty worldwide by 2015. That date is almost here, and there are many questions:
What should the world’s next targets be? Were the MDGs successful?
Earlier this year, ChildFund joined its sister organizations in the ChildFund Alliance
to call for a child-focused target to be prioritized among the world’s post-2015
goals: child protection.
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We don’t know what the final
post-2015 agenda will be.
No matter what it includes,
ChildFund will continue to
strengthen child protection

2003
Our study on child poverty publishes, leading us to reinvent our
approach to programming for children.
India Ocean tsunami strikes, Dec. 26, 2004; ChildFund is among
the first responders, attending to children’s needs.

2001
We begin providing health,
education and child protection
programs in Afghanistan.

1990
We launch an emergency response fund, allowing
us to respond quickly after disasters.

Build Futures
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1994
We create a Mobile War
Trauma Team to respond to an
impending crisis — children
facing starvation in Angola — to
safeguard the lives of children
and train child care providers.

2002
We join 11 other
countries in forming
the ChildFund Alliance
to better address
worldwide escalation
of child poverty.

2008
We publish the field manual
Starting Up Child-Centered
Spaces in Emergencies,
becoming a leader in
immediate, child-focused
emergency response.

2009
We rename
ourselves
ChildFund
International
to reflect our
global mission.

Years
1938-2013

2013
ChildFund International
celebrates 75 years of serving
the world’s children.
2012
We received the largest grant in our
history, $40 million from USAID,
to implement community health
improvements across Senegal.

Enable children to live longer, healthier
lives for less than a dollar a day.

everywhere we work — and
raise worldwide awareness of
the need.
Meanwhile, ChildFund will
continue its holistic service to
children. Because the worldwide
goals for fighting poverty are
intended to shape the world
that children will inherit, it makes
sense to work toward conditions
that make it possible for children
to grow into people ready to
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take on that world. For that to
happen, they need to have a
childhood in which their gifts are
nurtured and respected, they
are nourished and healthy, they
are able to contribute in their
communities and they are safe.
We promote these conditions
for children not only because of
what they have to offer the future
world, but also because they
have so much to give right now.
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HOW MANY?

How many children has ChildFund helped?
We don’t know.
We don’t know because of Joel John Roberts,
a formerly sponsored child from Korea,
who grew up to found a charity that fights
homelessness in southern California. We don’t
know how many children he has helped.
We don’t know because of Barako, a formerly
sponsored child from Kenya, now a police
officer in his community. We don’t know how
many children he has helped.
Joe Brings Plenty, chairman of the
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe

community’s credit
union. We don’t know
how many families she
has helped.
We don’t know
because of Dr. ChunWai Chan, long ago
a sponsored child in a
Hong Kong orphanage,
who grew up to
become a cardiac
surgeon, served eight
years on ChildFund’s
board and created a
foundation to support
orphans like himself.
How many? We don’t
know how many
children he has helped.
We don’t know
because of Tariku, a
formerly sponsored

We don’t know because of Monica, once
a sponsored child in Ecuador, who earned
a degree in finance and now manages her
child in Ethiopia, who
completed a degree
in psychology and is
completing his master’s
while working as a
ChildFund sponsorship
relations manager
in Addis Ababa. We
don’t know how many
children he has helped.
We don’t know
because of Maribel
and Mae and Grace,
formerly sponsored
children in the
Philippines, who now
help run a community
organization through
which ChildFund has
served thousands of
children near where
they grew up.

We don’t know
because of Joe Brings
Plenty, once sponsored
in the United States,
who grew up to
become the chairman
of the Cheyenne River
Sioux Tribe, and who
now teaches Lakota
culture in a school on
the reservation. We
don’t know how many
children he has helped.
Thanks to our wonderful
supporters, these
sponsored children
grew up to change
more children’s lives.
We at ChildFund are
privileged to be part
of this change. After
75 years, we are
so grateful.

Ways to Make
a Difference
Sponsorship is ChildFund’s
signature opportunity for making
a difference in a child’s life. It
blends the personal with the
practical: Sponsor and child
inspire each other throughout
a long-term, one-to-one
relationship, while, at the same
time, that sponsor’s financial
support goes toward ensuring
the same child’s community is
an environment where children
can thrive.
We know, though, that generous
people are on the lookout for
different ways of giving back.
ChildFund is nothing if not flexible.
Here are additional ways to
make a difference, all found at
www.ChildFund.org:

Fund a Project.
By pooling their gifts toward
specific projects, ChildFund
supporters have helped provide
children access to clean water,
rehabilitated schools, launched
youth businesses, supplied health
huts and more. Current projects
raising funds include another
water project, vegetable
gardens (and training) for
families, medical checkups for
children with disabilities — the
needs are varied and vast.

Our gift catalog.
How it works: A family requests,
say, a goat, and ChildFund
staff in that country forwards
the request to our international
HQ. We list the goat in our Gifts
of Love & Hope catalog. A
generous supporter buys the
goat through the catalog; our
staff purchases the goat in
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country and delivers it to the
family. The family has a new
source of both nutrition and
income, which supports their
children’s health, educational
and other needs.

The Children’s
Greatest Needs fund.
This fund allows ChildFund
the flexibility to meet needs
when they arise, which can be
challenging when these needs
fall outside of what sponsorship
and other specifically dedicated
funding sources cover. The
Children’s Greatest Needs fund
helps ChildFund do its job.

The Emergency 		
Action Fund.
When disaster strikes, children
are the most vulnerable, and
they need immediate help. The
Emergency Action Fund keeps
ChildFund poised to provide
that help at any moment. Our
emergency response focuses
on both the basics of survival
and on what happens next. We
make sure children have the
food, shelter, health care and
emotional support they need to
sustain their well-being.

Planned giving.
Including a gift to ChildFund in
your estate plans costs nothing
now and can help children in
need for years to come.

Matching Gifts.
If your company has an
employee matching gift
program, maximize your support
to ChildFund to help even more
children and families.
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7.5 THINGS TO KNOW
ABOUT CHILDFUND
1.

ChildFund is a child-focused international		
development organization.

The one-to-one relationships of sponsorship as well as other support
make it possible for ChildFund to fulfill its purpose: to help communities
create the conditions children need to dream, achieve and contribute,
at any age.

2.

Our funding sources include a growing complement of
private, corporate and institutional donors.

This diversified funding allows ChildFund to expand and deepen
its work for children. The relationships that result also improve the overall
health of the organization.

3.

Sponsorship funds do not go directly to children.

4.

ChildFund serves children long term.

5.

ChildFund works through local partner organizations.

6.

 ur programs are tailored to what children, their families,
O
community members and local partner staff identify as
needed to best serve the interests of children.

Rather, sponsors’ monthly contributions are pooled with those
of other sponsors to support ChildFund’s work in their sponsored
children’s communities.
We are there for children from birth and throughout their journey
to young adulthood. As they grow, ChildFund offers them programs
that target the needs of specific age groups; we also support children
as they transition from one stage of their lives to the next, whether from
preschool into school, puberty into young adulthood or from secondary
school into college or the workforce.
Our 500 partner organizations are run by local staff and community
volunteers. They are our hands. We provide them tools, guidance,
training and resources, but they do the work. In our 75 years, we have
learned beyond doubt that locally owned change is the most durable.

ChildFund facilitates community consultations, ensuring that even the
youngest are heard and the hardest-to-reach considered. We also help
local organizations assess their resources and gaps to be addressed in
order to implement programs.

7.

ChildFund funds its local partners directly rather than on a
project basis.

As our local partners identify their needs, ChildFund provides the
financial support these independent organizations require to implement
programs in their communities. We carefully assess prospective partners
to verify that they have what it takes to effectively serve children within
this direct-funding model.

7.5

Thank
you
for 75 y
years
of giving

children
the chance

We never cease to be amazed at what community
members and organizations accomplish together.

to achieve their

potential.

With the support of sponsors and donors, we look forward to the
next 75 years of creating a better world for children.
Specialty publication of the Richmond Times-Dispatch
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“Anyone who does anything
to help a child in his life is
a hero to me. ”

By the numbers

— Fred Rogers
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Here’s to 75 more.

413 million

children live in
extreme poverty

ChildFund
International!

ONE PERSON
CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE.
SO CAN ONE
ORGANIZA�ION.
The heart of Child�und remains the
one-to-one connection made when
you sponsor a child. This makes all
the difference in a child’s life.
Working in 30 countries, Child�und
now makes a difference in the lives
of approximately 18.1 million
children and their family members.

Child�und.org
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